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The Midnight Library 
Author: Matt Haig 
Subgenres: Magical Realism, Time Travel  
 
Somewhere beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that contains an infinite number of books, each one 
the story of another reality. One tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other life you 
could have lived if you had made a different choice at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might 
have been, what if you had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Nora Seed finds herself faced with 
the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a different career, undoing old breakups, realizing her 
dreams of becoming a glaciologist; she must search within herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to 
decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the first place.  

 

Anxious People 

Author: Frederik Backman Translator: Neil Smith 
Subgenres: Howdunit Mystery, Hostages, Friendship 
 
Looking at real estate isn't usually a life-or-death situation, but an apartment open house becomes just that when a 
failed bank robber bursts in and takes a group of strangers hostage. Each of them carries a lifetime of grievances, 
secrets, and passions that are ready to boil over. None of them is entirely who they appear to be. And all of them—
the bank robber included—desperately crave some sort of rescue. As the authorities and the media surround the 
premises, these reluctant allies will reveal surprising truths about themselves and set in a motion a chain of events 
so unexpected that even they can hardly explain what happens next. 

 

The Stationery Shop 
Author: Marjan Kamali 
Subgenres: Historical Fiction, Romance 
 
Roya, a dreamy, idealistic teenager living amid the political upheaval of 1953 Tehran, finds a literary oasis in kindly 
Mr. Fakhri’s neighborhood stationery shop. Then Mr. Fakhri introduces Roya to his other favorite customer—
handsome Bahman, who has a burning passion for justice—and she loses her heart at once. Their romance 
blossoms, and a few months later, Roya agrees to meet Bahman at the town square when violence erupts—a result 
of the coup d’etat that forever changes their country’s future. In the chaos, Bahman never shows. With a sorrowful 
heart, she moves on until, more than sixty years later, an accident of fate leads her back to Bahman and offers her a 
chance to ask him the questions that have haunted her: Why did you leave? Where did you go?  



 

Oona Out of Order 
Author: Margarita Montimore  
Subgenres: Magical Realism, Time Travel  
 
It’s New Year’s Eve 1982, and Oona Lockhart has her whole life before her. At the stroke of midnight she will turn 
nineteen, and the year ahead promises to be one of consequence. Should she go to London to study economics, or 
remain at home in Brooklyn to pursue her passion for music and be with her boyfriend? As the countdown to the 
New Year begins, Oona faints and awakens thirty-two years in the future in her fifty-one-year-old body. Greeted by 
a friendly stranger in a beautiful house she’s told is her own, Oona learns that with each passing year she will leap to 
another age at random. And so begins Oona Out of Order...  

 

Sooley 

Author: John Grisham 
Subgenres: Sports, Contemporary 
 
In the summer of his 17th year, Samuel Sooleymon gets the chance of a lifetime: a trip to the United States with his 
South Sudanese teammates to play in a showcase basketball tournament. During the tournament, Samuel receives 
devastating news from home: A civil war is raging across South Sudan, and rebel troops have ransacked his village. 
His father is dead, his sister is missing, and his mother and two younger brothers are in a refugee camp. Partly out of 
sympathy, the coach of North Carolina Central offers him a scholarship. But Samuel has something no other player 
has: a fierce determination to succeed so he can bring his family to America. With the Central team losing and 
suffering injury after injury, Sooley, as he is nicknamed, is called off the bench. And the legend begins. 
 

 

Miss Benson’s Beetle  
Author: Rachel Joyce  
Subgenres: Historical Fiction, Friendship  
 
It is 1950. London is still reeling from World War II, and Margery Benson, a schoolteacher and spinster, is trying to 
get through life, surviving on scraps. One day, she reaches her breaking point, abandoning her job and small 
existence to set out on an expedition to the other side of the world in search of her childhood obsession: an insect 
that may or may not exist—the golden beetle of New Caledonia. When she advertises for an assistant to accompany 
her, she ends up with fun-loving Enid Pretty who in her tight-fitting pink suit seems to attract trouble wherever she 
goes. But together these two British women find themselves drawn into a cross-ocean adventure that exceeds all 
expectations and delivers something neither of them expected to find: the transformative power of friendship. 

 

Girl A 
Author: Abigail Dean 
Subgenres: Dysfunctional Family, Psychological Drama 
 
Lex Gracie doesn't want to think about her family. She doesn't want to think about growing up in her parents' House 
of Horrors. And she doesn't want to think about her identity as Girl A: the girl who escaped, the eldest sister who 
freed her older brother and four younger siblings. It's been easy enough to avoid her parents—her father never 
made it out of the House of Horrors he created, and her mother spent the rest of her life behind bars. But when her 
mother dies in prison and leaves Lex and her siblings the family home, she can't run from her past any longer. 
Together with her sister, Evie, Lex intends to turn the House of Horrors into a force for good. But first she must 
come to terms with her siblings—and with the childhood they shared. 


